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surrounding arches, and having^ In the mains the character of a spherical fragment.
The western portion of each aisle Is divided from the nave by an Irregular arcade supported by a pier and one column3 and, consequently 3, there are three aisle bays to the western nave bay5 and not four as shown by Salzenburg.
The whole interior surfaces of the walls, up to the level of the springing of the gallery vaulting, and the nave walls? up to the gallery level, were once faced with marble. This Is proved by the presence in the walls of many marble plugs and some iron holdfasts^ as well as by remains of the moulded base of the facing.
At the eastern extremity of the aisles there are chambers formed by walls built, as the vertical straight joints and difference of materials employed indicate3 at various periods. The chamber at the end of the northern aisle has an arch-way, now built up5 In its eastern wal!5 and seems to have served as a vestibule. It Is in these chambers that Salzenberg supposes the staircases leading to the galleries stood, but it is evident from the character of the walls and vaulting that no such staircases could ever have existed there.
The galleries extend over the narthex and over the whole length of the aisles. Access to them is now obtained by a wooden staircase and landing of Turkish construction, but how they were reached in Byzantine times Is not evident. Possibly the fragments of wall on the exterior face of the south wall of the narthex and the traces of vaulting beside them may be the remains of a staircase. Or a staircase may have stood to the west of the narthex over the vaulting of the atrium, where projecting spurs of walls appear.
The vaulting of the gallery over the narthex was originally similar to that of the narthex itself, but only the cross-groined vaults at the corners are Byzantine ; the three central compartments are Turkish. Five windows in the western wall looked into the atrium, and as many openings in the eastern wall Into the nave and side galleries. Below the former range is a string-course corresponding to that